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Synopsis

From his early shorts in the 1910s through his final film in 1967, Charlie Chaplin&#39;s genius
embraced many arts: mime, dance, acting, music, writing, and directing. The Comedy of Charlie
Chaplin: Artistry in Motion examines Chaplin&#39;s fusion of these arts in his films, providing new
understanding of how movement communicates, how comedy routines are structured, and how
stage skills can be translated to the screen.An acclaimed comic performing artist himself, Dan
Kamin brings a unique insider&#39;s perspective to the subject. He explores how Chaplin&#39;s
physical virtuosity led him to create the timeless visual comedy that brought silent films to their
peak. Kamin uncovers the underlying principles behind the flmmaker&#39;s gags, illuminating how
Chaplin conjured comedy from the fundamental physical laws of movement. He then presents
provocative new interpretations of the comedian&#39;s sound films, showing how Chaplin remained
faithful to his silent comedy roots even as he kept reinventing his art for changing times.Kamin also
offers new insights into how Chaplin achieved rapport with audiences and demonstrates how
comedy created nearly a century ago is still fresh today. Lavishly illustrated with many
never-before-published images, The Comedy of Charlie Chaplin provides the only in-depth analysis
of Chaplin as a movement artist and physical comedian. Revealing the inner working of
Chaplin&#39;s mesmerizing art, this book will appeal not just to Chaplin fans but to anyone who
loves comedy.This paperback edition features an annotated bibliography and a foreword by Scott
Eyman, author of Empire of Dreams: The Epic Life of Cecil B. DeMille and Print the Legend: The

Life and Times of John Ford.
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Customer Reviews

There have been dozens of books written about filmdom’s first megastar, Charlie Chaplin, from
Chaplin’s own MY AUTOBIOGRAPHY to Walter Kerr's landmark study of silent film comedy, THE
SILENT CLOWNS, to David Robinson’s definitive biography, CHAPLIN: HIS LIFE AND ART, to
Jeffrey Vance’s beautiful coffee table book, CHAPLIN: GENIUS OF THE CINEMA. While these
books and many others have been excellent, they tend to fall into two basic categories--biographies
or film studies. Dan Kamin’s new book, THE COMEDY OF CHARLIE CHAPLIN: ARTISTRY IN
MOTION, is something different altogether. It is a examination of Chaplin’s art, focusing on what
made his films so compelling to audiences of the time and what continues to make his work
captivating to new generations experiencing his silent films in the modern era. This is not merely a
film study. It is a study of Chaplin’s performances and the way he used the motions of his body to
create timeless comedy. The author is uniquely qualified to analyze and break down Chaplin’s body
movements, as Dan Kamin is a professional comedian and mime who developed the physical
comedy sequences for the films CHAPLIN (1992) and BENNY AND JUNE (1993) and who trained
both Robert Downey Jr. and Johnny Depp for their roles.Through Mr. Kamin’s in-depth analysis of
Chaplin’s body movements, THE COMEDY OF CHARLIE CHAPLIN: ARTISTRY IN MOTION had
an effect on me that no other book on Chaplin and his films has produced--it made me look at the
comedian’s work in a new way. Just as the outtakes presented in the Kevin Brownlow and David
Gill’s breakthrough documentary UNKNOWN CHAPLIN provided a new understanding into the way
Chaplin improvised and directed his films, Mr. Kamin’s book provides new insight into the

comedian’s compelling performances.
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